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The Founders

Mary Ann Schmid, Founder
Olga Martin Steele, Co-Founder

After Mary Ann’s harrowing experience
with the history-making Mendocino
Complex Fire, she saw first hand how
our community, including local
businesses and their valuable
workforce, were severely impacted.
She wanted to help, to do something to
stimulate the local economy, to open
the door for jobs.
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Our Mission

To support and
promote
economic

- growth and
o resiliency in
Lake County.
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Inspired by Fire

Opening Doors To Opportunity
A simple dream, inspired by fire.



Hand Up Lake County

‘ A project to open doors for budding entrepreneurs and small businesses - and a chance to win a cash award.

.
Inspired by Shark Tank and Start Up Mendocino, “Hand Up Lake County” supports the notion
that great ideas, backed by solid planning, can be realized - with a helping hand up.

* Do you believe in and love Lake County?

* Do you have a dream to own your own business?

* Do you have a creative idea - the ability and the stamina it takes to manage a business?
* Do you have what it takes to pitch your idea to local business leaders?

* Do you need a financial boost to kick-start a business or enhance your current business?

If you answered yes to these questions and you are willing to set aside time to attend training,
develop a business plan and pitch your idea to a panel of local business owners, then you are an
ideal candidate.

Through a competitive process, budding entrepreneurs and small businesses ready to take their
business to the next level are invited to join the competition.
Multiple awards will be distributed at a gala celebration and
competition. The top contestant will receive $10,000.

For more information about
Hand Up Lake County, please
contact us at 916-849-8170 or

707-295-0603.



