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ByPaul Rogers
Bay Area News Group

Rolling blackouts that cut power to hundreds
of thousands of Californians this weekend dur-
ing a historic heat wave — even as state officials
warned that more outages are likely through
Wednesday night — have shocked and angered
residents from the Bay Area to Southern Cali-
fornia.
But as the state continues its historic shift

away from fossil fuels like natural gas that pro-

CALIFORNIA

Blackouts expose
problems in
state’s transition
to clean energy

ByEvanWebeck
Bay Area News Group

At no point in the first two weeks of August
did California average fewer than 130 deaths per
day from COVID-19. At its apex, August 6, the
seven-day average swelled to 145 deaths per day.
But on Sunday, after the fewest deaths re-

ported in a single day in a month, the seven-day
average dropped below 130 for the first time since
July 31. Although some counties don’t issue up-
dates over the weekend, leading to depressed to-
tals, there were fewer cases reported Sunday than
the previous one and fewer deaths than any of
the past four Sundays.
At press time Monday, Lake County’s health

department reported 272 overall cases and 22
active cases with 248 recovered and no patients
with COVID-19 related health issues in the lo-
cal hospitals.

COVID-19

Deaths
hit low
for
August
Statewide hospitalizations
continue to decline, but
Bay Area has seen a slight uptick
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LAKE COUNTY >> A $10,000
sponsorship from the City
of Clearlake tops the list of
sponsors putting up cash to
support Lake County start-
ups and small businesses
competing in the first of its
kind business opportunity.
“Hands Up Lake County,”
inspired by “Shark Tank,”
the popular reality TV show
where entrepreneurs pitch
their business ideas to inves-
tors, the project of the newly
formed nonprofit 1 Team 1
Dream, takes a more home-
spun approach, guarantee-
ing a one-time cash award
and ongoing mentorship to
support the winning busi-
nesses.
The prize was enhanced

with a $ 5,000 grant from
premier sponsors, Peter and
Maryann Schmid, owners
of The Lodge at Blue Lakes,
bringing the first prize
award to $15,000. “Mary-
ann is a dynamic, hard-
working business woman
who knows what it takes

to make it in business and
how to get others to support
great ideas that benefit the
Lake County economy,” said
Chairperson Olga Martin
Steele, who added that ul-
timately, funds came from
private and public entities.
“I found that everywhere

we went, people loved the
idea. It’s a first in Lake
County, and the business
competition comes at a
time when people are look-

ing for ways to make it in
the county, and the finan-
cial boost they may receive
is great incentive — both to
give and to receive. There’s
something encouraging and
hopeful about giving people
a hand up in hard times.
Needless to say, we are very
pleasedwith the level of sup-
port received,” said Steele.
When Maryann Schmid

met with Clearlake City
Manager Alan Flora, she

asked if the City would
sponsor the 1st prize with a
$5,000 donation, which she
wouldmatch. The CityMan-
ager had a better idea: “We’ll
sponsor the first prize with
a $10,000 donation provided
that 1 Team 1 Dream hosts
a competition for the City
of Clearlake in 2021 and in-
creases the 1st prize award
for this year to $15,000.” She
didn’t hesitate in her agree-
ment with this plan.
“I have known both Olga

and Maryann for several
years. They reached out and
asked Clearlake to sponsor
the grand prize winner. I
was anxious to take their
meeting as I have a great re-
spect for both of them and
their commitment to Lake
County,” said Flora. “The
staff and the City Council
feel strongly that Clearlake
is on the rise and the dynam-
ics of the city are changing
dramatically. We havemany
community dedicated busi-
ness owners and budding
entrepreneurs that want to
be part of that change and
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‘HANDS UP LAKE COUNTY’
TO GIVE AWAY PRIZES

Maryann Schmid, co-founder of the 1Team 1Dream
nonprofit signs the mock check which symbolizes the
$10,000donation from the City of Clearlake this past
Thursday.
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Clearlake City Manager Alan Flora puts his John Hancock on the mock check. The city’s $10,000donation increased the
first prize amount to $15,000after a $5,000donation from Maryann Schmid (in the background).

FUNDS>>PAGE3

Check out today’s editorial
columns, cartoons and letters
from our readers. PAGE A4

INSIDE

Lake County’s opinions
on local/state issues

Congratulations
Diane Smith!

Call 900-2008for your free
week of the Record-Bee.

GOODMORNING!

SUNNY High: Low:100 63 >> PAGE A10

» record-bee.comTuesday, August 18, 2020 $1.00 FACEBOOK.COM/RECORDBEE TWITTER.COM/RECORDBEE

Volume 146, issue 163 7 69185 00005 1

WeMoved!
We are now at the

corner of
1st and Main St
101 N. Main,
Lakeport



Lake County Record-Bee - 08/18/2020 Page : A03

Copyright � 2020 Lake County Record-Bee. Please review new arbitration language here. 08/18/2020
August 20, 2020 8:25 pm (GMT -7:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 77% from original to fit letter page

transformation. We believe
that 1Team 1Dream is go-
ing to be a key part of in-
centivizing that change and
future, and we are proud to
be partners in stimulating
our local businesses. Peter
and Maryann are great ex-
amples of successful busi-
ness owners using their
time and resources towards
helping other Lake County
businesses to improve and
prosper. Their participation
and support on this initia-
tive gives the city confi-
dence in its success.”
“Alan was very support-

ive from the get-go. He gen-
erously pledged $10,000
from the City of Clear-
lake. His faith in 1Team
1Dream’s vision and mis-
sion is unprecedented,”
said Schmid, vice-chair
and founder of the organi-
zation. “I conceived 1Team
1Dream during the Men-
docino Complex Fire and
asked my very good friend,
Olga Steele, to join me. At
that time, I witnessed how
small businesses were suf-
fering due to the devasta-
tion caused by the wildfire.
Olga and I wanted to help
small businesses thrive in
Lake County. So, on Sept.
11, 2018, we invited busi-
nesses, community lead-
ers and the Chamber mem-
bers, at The Lodge at Blue
Lakes for an ‘Evening
with the Schmids’. At that
time, we launched 1Team
1Dream as a grassroots ini-
tiative. In 2019, we applied
for non-profit status from
the state and federal gov-
ernments.”
What started as a com-

petition with five cash
awards, initially ranging
from $1,000 to $10,000,
has evolved as support for
the concept has grown. The
prizes now go up to $15,000,

and a special $2,500 sixth
prize has been added as a
matching grant in exchange
for sponsorships by the City
of Lakeport for the fourth
and fifth prizes, $1,500
and $1,000 respectively.
The deadline was extended
to August 31 to allow more
time to reach additional ar-
eas in the county, such as
Middletown, Hidden Valley
and Cobb.
Designed to support

start-ups and small busi-
nesses who have creative
business ideas and the will
to implement them — from
their Lake County home
base— the competition will
culminate in a gala where
five chosen applicants will
pitch their ideas to a panel
of judges for a chance to
win awards with a special
$2,500 award for a Lake-
port business.
“We knew we were going

to have to work hard to find
sponsors in this very chal-
lenging economy.We began
a grass roots effort to get
out the word, attending and
speaking at civic clubs, the
Chambers of Commerce,
business associations, ba-
sically at any community
gathering”, said Steele.
“The idea resonated with
the groups and individuals
we spoke with. It helped to
have our founder, Mary-
ann Schmid, so dedicated to
the 1Team 1Dream mission
that she put up $10,000 as
a matching grant for spon-
sors of the prizes to get the
ball rolling.”
Applicants are en-

couraged to pre-regis-
ter or apply online at
www.1team1dream.net .
“Youmust be 18 years of age
or over, a resident of Lake
County and the business
must reside in Lake County.
We are hoping to ignite the
entrepreneurial spirit of
anyone who has a creative
idea for starting or growing
their small business— in all
industries: food, hospitality,

wine, tech, sales, landscap-
ing, any service industry.
The sky’s the limit. Busi-
nesses can be home or in-
ternet based or store fronts.
The main thing is that we
want them to be successful
in Lake County. We want
applicants that are dedi-
cated to work and to live
here — to love Lake County
as much as we do — to be
a part of its future”, added
Steele.
“Training, basic work

tools, mentorship and fol-
low-up support by business
leaders are the key elements
of support throughout the
process. Once the applica-
tion closes, 10 to 15 appli-
cants will be selected to at-
tend a one day training on
business planning. After
the training, these appli-
cants will participate in a
mini-business competition
before judges. Prior to the
mini-competition, the ap-
plicants will receive fol-
low-up support in devel-
oping their business plan
and to help them make
their best presentation to
the judges. From the mini-
competition, six finalists
will be selected tomove for-
ward to the gala and com-
petition where they will
compete for the cash prizes.
Winners will be supported
by mentors, business peo-
ple that can advise them in
their first year.”
In reference to the pan-

demic, Schmid said that
they planned a gala for the
final competition for Dec.
6, 2020 at the Soper Reese
Theatre, in Lakeport: “We
still have the theatre re-
served, hoping to hold the
gala following whatever
public health orders might
allow at that time. However,
in light of the uncertainties
due to the COVID-19 crisis,
our back-up plan is to hold a
virtual competition.Wewill
announce details as we ap-
proach the planned event
date.”
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vide consistent power to-
ward cleaner sources like
solar and wind energy
that rise and fall with the
weather and the sun, ex-
perts say the power grid
has become more difficult
to operate andmore at risk
of blackouts.
There are ways to fix the

problem, they note, and
still expand renewable en-
ergy to reduce air pollu-
tion and address climate
change.
But the crisis — the

first rolling blackouts on
California’s power grid
since 2001 — has exposed
a dangerous vulnerabil-
ity. Not only are millions
of people who are work-
ing from home during the
coronavirus pandemic in-
convenienced, but power
shutoffs endanger public
health, particularly elderly
residents who can fall ill or
die from heat stroke.
“We have a much more

risky supply of energy now
because the sun doesn’t al-
ways shine when we want
and the wind doesn’t al-
ways blow when we want,”
said Frank Wolak, a Stan-
ford University economics
professor who specializes
in energy markets. “We
needmore tools to manage
that risk. We needmore in-
surance against the supply
shortfalls.”
Last fall, top officials at

California’s power grid op-
erator warned that electric-
ity shortages were likely as
soon as 2020 because of
the trend.
At a meeting on Sept.

18, of the governing board
of the California Indepen-
dent System Operator, the
non-profit public benefit
corporation that runs the
state’s power grid, Mark
Rothleder, vice president
of market quality and state
regulatory affairs for the
agency, gave a presenta-
tion on the coming crisis.
He noted that 33% of

the state’s electricity now
comes from renewable
sources, a requirement for
utilities under state law
that had been met two
years early.
But with large solar

farms making up an in-
creasing percentage of
California’s power gener-
ation, he said, crunch time
happens in the late after-
noon, particularly on hot
days. People turn on air
conditioning and other de-
vices around 5 p.m. as the
heat peaks and they come
home fromwork. Electric-
ity demand surges, just as
the sun is setting and so-
lar power is drying up.
Rothleder said that the

ISO, which functions as a
kind of air traffic control-
ler for the grid, makes up

for that lost solar power by
importing electricity from
dams and power plants in
other Western states, and
also by relying on natural
gas-fired power plants still
operating in California.
But he noted ominously

that if there were a big
Western heat wave, there
probably would not be
enough power from other
states available to close the
gap. He called it “a most
urgent issue” that “really
needs timely attention.”
“We have made signifi-

cant progress on the road
to our clean energy goals,”
he said. “That said, as we
look ahead, we do see some
challenging things occur-
ring.”
Rothleder recommended

that the State Water Re-
sources Control Board de-
lay rules that require at
least four older natural
gas-fired power plants in
Southern California to be
shut down because their
cooling systems pump bil-
lions of gallons of sea wa-
ter that can kill marine life.
He also recommended

expanded battery technol-
ogy for large solar farms,
something the ISO has
made progress on, and
more energy efficiency.
On Friday as tempera-

tures soared above 100 de-
grees and hit 110 in some
parts of the state, the
warnings came true. The
ISO ordered utilities like
PG&E, Southern Califor-
nia Edison and San Diego
Gas and Electric to impose
rolling blackouts. ISO offi-
cials said two natural gas
power plants in California
had gone offline, demand
for electricity was higher
than they expected, and
not enough power was
available from other states
to close the gap.
Roughly 410,000 homes

and businesses lost power
that evening.
The next night, it hap-

pened again. On Satur-
day, PG&E blacked out
220,000 homes and busi-
nesses, mostly in Santa
Cruz, Monterey and the
Stockton area, after be-
ing ordered by the ISO to
reduce demand. The heat
was again a problem, im-
ports were low, and wind
power slumped in the heat.
Then Sunday the ISO is-

sued a four-day “flex alert”

asking people to conserve
power. “Consumers should
be prepared for likely roll-
ing outages duringthe late
afternoons and early eve-
nings throughWednesday,”
it said.
The ISO’s governing

board, whose five mem-
bers are appointed by Gov.
Gavin Newsom, held an
emergency meeting Sun-
daymorning to discuss the
grid’s stability. But it was
closed to the public.
Wolak, of Stanford, said

the state should make ef-
forts to keep gas-power
plants around until battery
storage technology for so-
lar plants can be ramped
up.
One long-time industry

official agreed.
“Some folks in the en-

vironmental community
want to shut down all the
gas plants. That would be a
disaster,” said Jan Smutny
Jones, CEO of the Inde-
pendent Energy Producers
Association, a trade asso-
ciation representing solar,
wind, geothemal and gas
power plants. “Last night
60% of the power in the
ISO was being produced
by those gas plants. They
are your insurance policy
to get through heat waves.”
Many of the state’s gas

plants have become less
competitive because they
are more expensive to run
than solar, he said. In fact,
some have been shutting
down on their own because
utilities are buying more
power from solar andwind.
Jones also said utilities

should be required to sign
more contracts with gener-
ating companies to lock up
power to provide a better
cushion during heat waves
and other events, even if
they never use that power.
Some utilities have resisted
because of the cost.
“Nobody likes to pay for

insurance,” he said. “But if
youneed aheart transplant,
or your house burns down,
you’re glad you had it.”
Others say the solution

lies elsewhere. Dan Kam-
men, a professor of energy
at UC Berkeley, noted that
to meet a state law that
signed by Gov. Jerry Brown
in 2018 requiring 100% of
California’s energy to come
from carbon-free or renew-
able sources by 2045, there
is no room for gas plants.
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ARIEL CARMONA JR — LAKE COUNTY PUBLISHING

Maryann Schmid co-founder of the ‘1Team 1Dream’ nonprofit and Clearlake City Manager
Alan Flora hold up a mock check Thursday, announcing the city’s donation of $10,000
towards first prize for the ‘Hands Up Lake County Project,’ a competition to open doors
for budding entrepreneurs and small businesses in the County
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